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Regular Session, 2006

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 58

BY REPRESENTATIVES BRUNEAU, ALARIO, BADON, BALDONE, BARROW,
BAUDOIN, BAYLOR, BRUCE, BURNS, BURRELL, CAZAYOUX, CRANE,
CURTIS, DAMICO, DANIEL, DEWITT, DORSEY, FAUCHEUX, GREENE, E.
GUILLORY, M. GUILLORY, HEBERT, HOPKINS, HUTTER, JEFFERSON,
KENNEY, LAMBERT, MARTINY, MCVEA, MONTGOMERY, ODINET,
PIERRE, PINAC, PITRE, T. POWELL, RITCHIE, SALTER, SCALISE, GARY
SMITH, JACK SMITH, JANE SMITH, JOHN SMITH, ST. GERMAIN,
THOMPSON, TOOMY, TOWNSEND, WADDELL, AND WOOTON

A RESOLUTION

To commend the students from Louisiana who are participating in The Hamburg Ten

project, to extend best wishes to them for a productive and rewarding stay in

Germany, and to express deep and abiding gratitude to those sponsoring the students'

trip to Germany for their extraordinary generosity.

WHEREAS, ten Louisiana middle school children who were displaced by Hurricane

Katrina and are now living and attending school in the Baton Rouge area will spend four

weeks in Germany this summer as part of a project called The Hamburg Ten; and

WHEREAS, this trip had its genesis in 1961, when Hurricane Carla devastated parts

of Louisiana and Texas and residents of Hamburg and other areas of Germany sent a great

deal of assistance to Louisiana; and

WHEREAS, in 1962, after a North Sea storm struck Hamburg, Germany, and the

surrounding area was flooded for weeks, Governor Jimmie Davis invited ten students from

Hamburg to visit Louisiana and to stay with Louisiana families for eight weeks; and

WHEREAS, the German students stayed with host families in Baton Rouge,

Shreveport, and Jefferson Parish before spending time in New York City; and

WHEREAS, after Hurricane Katrina struck on August 29, 2005, the president of the

Baton Rouge Center for World Affairs, Inc. received a call from the consul general of

Germany, who invited ten students who were displaced by the hurricane to stay in Hamburg

for four weeks; and
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WHEREAS, one of the main organizers of the trip is Hans-Ulrich Seumenicht, who

was one of the German students who visited Louisiana in 1962 and is now the director of the

Citizen Association of Wilhelmsburg; and 

WHEREAS, members of the Citizen Association of Wilhelmsburg, under the

dedicated leadership of Hans-Ulrich Seumenicht, have arranged the trip, raised funds for

airline tickets and all expenses in Germany, and found host families to participate; and 

WHEREAS, Monika Olivier, originally from Germany and president of the Baton

Rouge Center for World Affairs, Inc., is directing the project in Louisiana at the request of

the German government, and she and her daughter, Greta Corona, a science teacher at

Catholic High School, will be accompanying the students to Germany; and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana students selected for the trip are Clarion Adams and

Keayra Hale, both from the Ninth Ward in New Orleans; Lakeisha McCall, Brandon Surtain,

Ra'shaun Washington, and Calvin Williams, all of New Orleans; Carley McInnis, Ian

Pecquet, Andrew Peltier, and Corey Peltier, all of St. Bernard Parish; and Christopher

Birdsong of Gentilly, who was selected as an alternate; and

WHEREAS, Clarion Adams and Keayra Hale are now attending Capitol Middle

School; Christopher Birdsong is attending Glen Oaks Middle School; Lakeisha McCall and

Calvin Williams are attending Prescott Middle School; Ian Pecquet and Brandon Surtain are

attending Glasgow Middle School; and Carley McInnis, Andrew Peltier, and Corey Peltier

are attending Holy Family School in Port Allen; and

WHEREAS, the members of the House of Representatives of the Legislature of

Louisiana are very proud of these fine young people for embarking as goodwill ambassadors

to Germany and are sincerely grateful that they are being afforded this once in a lifetime

opportunity by the wonderful people of Hamburg, whose friendship has long been and will

continue to be truly valued and treasured by the people of Louisiana.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives of the

Legislature of Louisiana does hereby commend the students from Louisiana who are

participating in The Hamburg Ten project and who are representing their communities, the

state of Louisiana, and the United States of America in Hamburg, Germany, this summer,

does hereby extend best wishes for a productive and rewarding trip to each of these

outstanding students, and does hereby express deep and abiding gratitude to the members
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of the Citizen Association of Wilhelmsburg, to its director, Hans-Ulrich Seumenicht, and to

all of the other individuals participating in Germany for their extraordinary compassion and

generosity that will forever be remembered and appreciated by the citizens of Louisiana.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to  the

students participating in The Hamburg Ten project, to Monika Olivier, and to Hans-Ulrich

Seumenicht.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES


